	NOTICES

ST. STEPHEN’S CHAPEL The Family Flower for July is from the Dowse family in loving memory of husband and father, Peter.

[image: ]KITCHEN APPEAL  Work is starting on our new kitchen at the beginning of August. The kitchen will be out of use through the month and there will be no weekend lets. We are currently emptying the cupboards and will put all unwanted goods on the stage on Sunday mornings, help yourselves to anything before it is donated to charity or dumped. Our Appeal goes on, please give generously.

TEA AND COFFEE SUNDAY MORNINGS will continue in August but in the Youth Centre while the kitchen is out of action.

	HARROW FOOD BANK	There is a box for donations to the Harrow Food 	Bank at the back of the church. Last month we collected 20.25 kg of food and 	other items. Let us try to better that collection this month.  Thank you all.  
									       David Alleyne						                        
MESSY CHURCH  Thank you to everyone who has supported Messy Church during the year. We had 25 children attending last Saturday with parents and carers. We enjoyed finding out about Jesus' Marvellous Miracles. The next Messy Church is September 12th.							             Gill Moore

					   
bank details for one-off payments and gifts -
PCC of St Andrew's Roxbourne Parish
Sort code: 40-11-58  Acc No: 20404810
Please note this is not the account for regular Stewardship Giving - please see Wendy Godwin or Peter Sage for those details (Tel: 07889 249500)

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
Heavenly Father,
Help me look into the fields of my own life to see what is growing. When I see a mixture of weeds and wheat, I pray you will guide me to develop and grow only the good in myself. 
[image: The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares (Matthew 13:24-30)]
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	8.00 am: HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00 am: PARISH COMMUNION 
and CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Please come to the Hall after the Service for Coffee, Tea & Fellowship


	

	THIS WEEK’S SERVICES
	
	NEXT SUNDAY 26th July


	Monday – Friday 9am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 9.30 Communion

 
	
	8.00 am: Holy Communion
10.00 am:  PARISH COMMUNION
I Kings 3: 5-12; Romans 8: 26-39; 
Matthew 13: 31-33 & 44-52


	
	
	

	
	
	


[image: Weeds Among the Wheat – Our Saviour Lutheran Church]

TODAY’S COLLECT

Generous God, you give us gifts and make them grow: though our faith is small as mustard seed, make it grow to your glory and the flourishing of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen






TODAY’S READINGS
Isaiah 44: 6-8
“This is what the Lord says— Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has happened since I established my ancient people, and what is yet to come—yes, let them foretell what will come. Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.”

Romans 8: 12-25
Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

Matthew 13: 24-30 & 36-43
He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’ Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and the source of life, ever giving himself that the world may live: may we so receive within ourselves the power of his death and passion that, in his saving cup, we may share his glory and be made perfect in his love; for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen  
PRAYER DIARY

	This week we remember with thanksgiving the anniversaries of Anne Heyes, 	Diana Roadright (20th), Florence Clench (23rd), John Cattermole (25th).    
 
	Prayer request for healing and other needs: Sue Broatch; Elizabeth Bello; Malcolm 	George; Joyce Nickolay; Pam Storey; Easterine Suresh; Belinda Szamanski, Martin 	Voles; Gary Williams; Angela Zadurian.

	Happy Birthday to Danny Thompson (19th), Ola Amode (21st), Pearl Marcano (23rd).

	Congratulations to : Ian and Sue Jull who were married on 20th July 1985; Alan  	Moseley and Ann Varley who were married on 24th July 1999; David and Angela 	Alleyne who were married fifty years ago on 24th July 1976.  May each couple 	have a happy day together and many more to follow.     

	Church families: Michael and Brenda Udall; Alan Mosley and Ann Varley.  

	The Parish: Ovesdon Avenue; Pembroke Avenue; Perwell Avenue; Perwell Court; 	Primrose  Close;  Ravenswood Crescent; Rayners Lane; Raynton Close; Rosebery 	Avenue.
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