NOTICES
				                
LENT at St. ANDREW’S 2026 Lent is a 40-day, self-reflective season before Easter focusing on prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.

LENT APPEAL Toilet twinning is a fundraising initiative by Tearfund that will allow St. Andrew’s to twin each of its toilets with latrines in underserved communities for £60 each. Any extra money will be used to provide clean water and hygiene education. Envelopes are in the pews or you can send your donation to our bank using the information given below marked Lent.

HARROW FOOD BANK  There is a box at the back of the church for donations. Let us give more freely at this time of year as we consider our almsgiving during Lent.
 
BAPTISM Our next service with Baptism will be on Easter Sunday. If you would like to be baptised please see Lyndon.

ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL     Why not go up to town and pay a visit to St. Paul’s Cathedral?  We have 4 free entry cards which can be used at any time. See me and will pass them to you, but do remember to return them for the next person to use.
 
 bank details for one-off payments and gifts -
PCC of St Andrew's Roxbourne Parish
Sort code: 40-11-58  Acc No: 20404810
Please note this is not the account for regular Stewardship Giving - please see Wendy Godwin or Peter Sage for those details (Tel: 07889 249500)

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK

Thank you God for the love of our mothers:
thank you God for their care and concern;
thank you God for the joys they have shared with us;
thank you God for the pains they have borne for us;
thank you God for all that they give us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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	8.00 am: HOLY COMMUNION
  10.00 am: PARISH COMMUNION 
and CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Please come to the Hall after the Service for Coffee, Tea & Fellowship


	

	THIS WEEK’S SERVICES
	
	NEXT SUNDAY 22nd March


	Monday – Friday
9.00 am Morning Prayer [CW]
Wednesday:  9.30am Holy Communion 
	
	8.00 am: Holy Communion
10.00 am:  PARISH COMMUNION
Ezekiel 37: 1-14; Romans 8: 6-11; John 11: 1-45
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TODAY’S COLLECT

God of love, passionate and strong, tender and careful: watch over us and hold us all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen
TODAY’S READINGS

Exodus 2: 1-10
Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him. Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female slave to get it. She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?” “Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him. When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.

Colossians 3: 12-17
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Luke 2: 33-35
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: help us who have tasted your goodness to grow in grace within the household of faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

PRAYER DIARY

R. I. P. Edward Mutema; Esme Williams, Gary’s dear mum who died on Wednesday. 

	The Parish: Rowe Walk; Somerwell Road; Spinnells Road; Sterling Avenue; Stiven 	Crescent; Stradbrook Close; Stuart Avenue; The Bungalows; Thistledene Avenue.  
	Crescent, Rayners Lane, Raynton Close, Roseberry Avenue. 

	Happy Birthday to: Gill Moore (15th); Micah Wright (16th); Sharon Sinthuothon 	(19th); Omid Sarafan (21st).   
 
	This week we remember with thanksgiving the anniversaries of: Donald 	Cannadine (15th); John Huntley (16th); Alfred Wicks; Doreen Bedford; Rev.Richard 	Brown (19th).  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
	Prayer request for healing and other needs:  Earl Adams; Pam and Fred Archer; 	Elizabeth Bello; Darrel Campbell; Rosemary Cox; Malcolm George; Joyce Nickolay; 	Sue Nicholls; Pam Storey; Martin Voles; Clive Williams; Callum Williams; Angela 	Zadurian.  
  
	Congratulations to: David and Susan Brown who were married on 10th March. 	1979 and Michael and Stacey James who were married on 18th March 2022. May they 	have a happy day together and many more to follow.

	Church families: Yun Sunghee; Angela Zadurian; Rev. Lyndon and Barbara North.

THE ORIGINAL "MOTHERING SUNDAY"
Mothering Sunday began as an explicitly religious event of the 16th Century, with no connection to mothers at all. The word "mothering" referred to the "mother church", which is to say the main church or cathedral of the region. It became a tradition that, on the fourth Sunday of Lent, people would return to their mother church for a special service. This pilgrimage was apparently known as "going a-mothering", and became something of a holiday event, with domestic servants traditionally given the day off to visit their own families as well as their mother church.

MOTHER'S DAY
So if our event is properly called Mothering Sunday, what is "Mother's Day"? Technically speaking it's a completely unrelated American event, invented by a woman called Anna Jarvis in 1908. Her initial inspiration was a desire to honour her own mother, who had been a militant peace activist during the US Civil War. Anna Jarvis's growing ambition to create a formal "Mother's Day" for all American mothers was literally laughed out of the room at first, with officials jokingly saying that it might lead to a "Mother-in-Law's Day". Anna Jarvis wasn't easily put off, though, and in 1914 US President Woodrow Wilson officially signed Mother's Day into existence.
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