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Jesus’ Ascension
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ACTS 1

For a month or more after he had
risen, Jesus appeared to his friends at
many different times. Jesus showed
himself only to his followers,
although there were more than five
hundred of them together on one
occasion. There could be no doubt
that Jesus was alive.

He was certainly not a ghost. His
friends could touch him and he
shared meals with them. But his body
was different now. He could pass
through closed doors and appear and
disappear at will.

During those weeks Jesus helped
his disciples to understand many
things that they had not been able to
take in before he died. He showed

how the Old Testament scriptures
pointed to a Messiah who would
suffer and die for his people and then
rise again. The religious leaders had
studied the scriptures too, but they
picked out those verses that described
a Messiah that everyone would crown
as king.

One day Jesus was talking to the
disciples on the slopes of the Mount
of Olives.

‘Has the day come now for you to
be crowned as king?’ they asked
hopefully.

‘God will decide when that day
shall be,’ Jesus told them. ‘I have
work for you to do now. I am going
back to my Father and you won’t see
me. But you are to be my witnesses,
here in Jerusalem first, then to the
whole world. Teach others to follow
me and baptize them. I will be with
you through my Holy Spirit. Wait in
Jerusalem for him to come to you.’

Jesus held up his hands to bless
them and in that instant he was taken
away from them. They watched him
go up until a shining cloud hid him
from their view. For a while they
went on staring.

Suddenly they realized that two
men in white were standing by them.
“Why are you looking up at the sky?’
they asked. ‘One day Jesus will come
back in just the same way that you saw
him go.’

The disciples made their way back
to Jerusalem and did as Jesus told

~ them. They waited together for his

Holy Spirit to come to them.




